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MEMORANDUM

August 10, 2009

To:  
Parish officials, grant managers, and consultants responsible for Gustav and Ike Parish-
Implemented Recovery and Revitalization Program


From: 
Stacy Bonnaffons, Gustav/Ike Program Manager, LRA/OCD-DRU
Re: 
Recipient Required Environmental Exemption Form to be completed and copied to OCD 

Environmental Clearance is mandatory prior to conducting any CDBG-related activities.  Attached is the mandatory Environmental Exemption Form that must be completed and filed with LRA/OCD-DRU in order for the parish to drawdown funds for reimbursement of administrative and planning expenses. (Attachment 1).
Environmental Exemption Form

Parishes must complete the mandatory Environmental Exemption and Checklist Forms to environmentally clear their ongoing administrative and planning work.  This is required to be on file in the LRA-OCD office prior to processing of any draw down/invoice requests.  Therefore, please complete the attached form (Attachment 1), using the sample document as a guide, retaining the original for your parish files, and send a copy, either by mail or email, attention to Ann Herring.  The address is:  Ann Herring, Environmental Analyst, OCD/DRU, P.O. Box 94095, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9095 or to email: ann.herring@la.gov.   Attachment 1 contains a blank exemption form, as well as a completed exemption certificate for your reference as a sample.  
I hope this information is helpful to you in planning the most effective usage of funds for recovery from the two most recent hurricanes and going forward.  We will continue to post this and other program guidance on the LRA website at http://lra.louisiana.gov under the Gustav/Ike Resources tab on the left of the page and at the Office of Community Development at:www.doa.louisiana.gov/cdbg/drhome.htm.  Additionally, if we can be of direct assistance to you, please either call you LRA Outreach Representative or contact me at stacy.bonnaffons@la.gov; 225-439-9433.  
ATTACHMENT 1

Certification of Exemption for HUD funded projects

Determination of activities listed at 24 CFR 58.34(a) 

May be subject to provisions of Sec 58.6, as applicable

Grant Recipient: 



Project Name: 






Project Description (Include all actions which are either geographically or functionally related):

Location:











Funding Source:
 CDBG    HOME    ESG    HOPWA    EDI    Capital Fund    Operating Subsidy    Hope VI    Other
Funding Amount:



Grant Number:






I hereby certify that the abovementioned project has been reviewed and determined an Exempt activity per 24 CFR 58.34(a) as follows:

	
	1. Environmental & other studies, resource identification & the development of plans & strategies;

	
	2. Information and financial services;

	
	3. Administrative and management activities;

	
	4. Public services that will not have a physical impact or result in any physical changes, including but not limited to services concerned with employment, crime prevention, child care, health, drug abuse, education, counseling, energy conservation and welfare or recreational needs;

	
	5. Inspections and testing of properties for hazards or defects;

	
	6. Purchase of insurance;

	
	7. Purchase of tools;

	
	8. Engineering or design costs;

	
	9. Technical assistance and training;

	
	10. Assistance for temporary or permanent improvements that do not alter environmental conditions and are limited to protection, repair, or restoration activities necessary only to control or arrest the effects from disasters or imminent threats to public safety including those resulting from physical deterioration;

	
	11. Payment of principal and interest on loans made or obligations guaranteed by HUD;

	
	12. Any of the categorical exclusions listed in Sec. 58.35(a) provided that there are no circumstances that require compliance with any other Federal laws and authorities cited in Sec. 58.5.


If your project falls into any of the above categories, no Request for Release of Funds (RROF) is required, and no further environmental approval from HUD will be needed by the recipient for the draw-down of funds to carry out exempt activities and projects.  The responsible entity must maintain this document as a written record of the environmental review undertaken under this part for each project.

By signing below the Responsible Entity certifies in writing that each activity or project is exempt and meets the conditions specified for such exemption under section 24 CFR 58.34(a).  Please keep a copy of this determination in your project files.

Responsible Entity Certifying Official Name

Title (please print)

Responsible Entity Certifying Official Signature

Date
24 CFR 58.34(a) - ERR  Document                                                                                                                                                            12/05  HUD Region VI
Compliance Documentation Checklist

24 CFR 58.6

Grant Recipient: 



   Project Name: 





Project Description (Include all actions which are either geographically or functionally related):

Level of Environmental Review Determination: 







Select One: (1) Exempt per 24 CFR 58.34, or (2) Categorically Excluded not subject to statutes per § 58.35(b), or (3) Categorically Excluded subject to statutes per § 58.35(a), or (4) Environmental Assessment per § 58.36, or (5) EIS per 40 CFR 1500

STATUTES and REGULATIONS listed at 24 CFR 58.6

FLOOD DISASTER PROTECTION ACT

1. Does the project involve acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of structures located in a FEMA-identified Special Flood Hazard?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Cite Source Document: 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes; Source Document: 





2. Is the community participating in the National Insurance Program (or has less than one year passed since FEMA notification of Special Flood Hazards)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (Flood Insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program must be obtained and maintained for the economic life of the project, in the amount of the total project cost.  A copy of the flood insurance policy declaration must be kept on file). (Appendix I)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (Federal assistance may not be used in the Special Flood Hazards Area).
COASTAL BARRIERS RESOURCES ACT

1. Is the project located in a coastal barrier resource area? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Cite Source Documentation:
(This element is completed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes - Federal assistance may not be used in such an area.
AIRPORT RUNWAY CLEAR ZONES AND CLEAR ZONES DISCLOSURES

1. Does the project involve the sale or acquisition of existing property within a Civil Airport's Runway Clear Zone or a Military Installation's Clear Zone?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Source Documentation:

Project complies with 24 CFR 51.303(a)(3).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes; Disclosure statement must be provided to buyer and a copy of the signed disclosure must be maintained in this Environmental Review Record (Appendix II)
Prepared by (name and title, please print):  



,  





Signature:








Date:
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SAMPLE

Certification of Exemption for HUD funded projects

Determination of activities listed at 24 CFR 58.34(a) 

May be subject to provisions of Sec 58.6, as applicable

Grant Recipient: Parish of Terrebonne

Project Name: 
Gustave/Ike Appropriation Planning

Project Description (Include all actions which are either geographically or functionally related):

This activity is requesting funds for salaries, benefits, technical assistance, and legal services to help Terrebonne parish prepare for the expenditure of Gustave/Ike funds appropriated by Congress. Terrebonne parish has been allotted $123,270,148.






Location:

Terrebonne Parish



Funding Source:
 CDBG    HOME    ESG    HOPWA    EDI    Capital Fund    Operating Subsidy    Hope VI    Other
Funding Amount:

$500,000

Grant Number:

B-06-DI-22-0001


I hereby certify that the abovementioned project has been reviewed and determined an Exempt activity per 24 CFR 58.34(a) as follows:

	xxxxxx
	1. Environmental & other studies, resource identification & the development of plans & strategies;

	
	2. Information and financial services;

	xxxxx
	3. Administrative and management activities;

	
	4. Public services that will not have a physical impact or result in any physical changes, including but not limited to services concerned with employment, crime prevention, child care, health, drug abuse, education, counseling, energy conservation and welfare or recreational needs;

	
	5. Inspections and testing of properties for hazards or defects;

	
	6. Purchase of insurance;

	
	7. Purchase of tools;

	
	8. Engineering or design costs;

	xxxxx
	9. Technical assistance and training;

	
	10. Assistance for temporary or permanent improvements that do not alter environmental conditions and are limited to protection, repair, or restoration activities necessary only to control or arrest the effects from disasters or imminent threats to public safety including those resulting from physical deterioration;

	
	11. Payment of principal and interest on loans made or obligations guaranteed by HUD;

	
	12. Any of the categorical exclusions listed in Sec. 58.35(a) provided that there are no circumstances that require compliance with any other Federal laws and authorities cited in Sec. 58.5.


If your project falls into any of the above categories, no Request for Release of Funds (RROF) is required, and no further environmental approval from HUD will be needed by the recipient for the draw-down of funds to carry out exempt activities and projects.  The responsible entity must maintain this document as a written record of the environmental review undertaken under this part for each project.

By signing below the Responsible Entity certifies in writing that each activity or project is exempt and meets the conditions specified for such exemption under section 24 CFR 58.34(a).  Please keep a copy of this determination in your project files.

__________________________________                      

Parish President
Responsible Entity Certifying Official Name

 Title (please print)










6/10/09



Responsible Entity Certifying Official Signature

Date
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SAMPLE

Compliance Documentation Checklist

24 CFR 58.6

Grant Recipient: Parish of Terrebonne

Project Name: 
Gustave/Ike Allocation Planning


Project Description (Include all actions which are either geographically or functionally related):

This activity is requesting funds for salaries, benefits, technical assistance, and legal services to help Terrebonne parish prepare for the expenditure of Gustave/Ike funds appropriated by Congress. Terrebonne parish has been allotted $123,270,148.






Level of Environmental Review Determination: 
Exempt per 24 CFR 58.34



Select One: (1) Exempt per 24 CFR 58.34, or (2) Categorically Excluded not subject to statutes per § 58.35(b), or (3) Categorically Excluded subject to statutes per § 58.35(a), or (4) Environmental Assessment per § 58.36, or (5) EIS per 40 CFR 1500

STATUTES and REGULATIONS listed at 24 CFR 58.6

FLOOD DISASTER PROTECTION ACT

1. Does the project involve acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of structures located in a FEMA-identified Special Flood Hazard?  

xx FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Cite Source Document: This activity is for salaries, benefits, TA and legal services only


  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes; Source Document: 





2. Is the community participating in the National Insurance Program (or has less than one year passed since FEMA notification of Special Flood Hazards)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (Flood Insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program must be obtained and maintained for the economic life of the project, in the amount of the total project cost.  A copy of the flood insurance policy declaration must be kept on file). (Appendix I)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (Federal assistance may not be used in the Special Flood Hazards Area).
COASTAL BARRIERS RESOURCES ACT

1. Is the project located in a coastal barrier resource area? 
xx FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Cite Source Documentation: This activity is for administrative costs only.
(This element is completed).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes - Federal assistance may not be used in such an area.
AIRPORT RUNWAY CLEAR ZONES AND CLEAR ZONES DISCLOSURES

1. Does the project involve the sale or acquisition of existing property within a Civil Airport's Runway Clear Zone or a Military Installation's Clear Zone?

xx FORMCHECKBOX 
 No; Source Documentation: This activity is for administrative costs only.

Project complies with 24 CFR 51.303(a)(3).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes; Disclosure statement must be provided to buyer and a copy of the signed disclosure must be maintained in this Environmental Review Record (Appendix II)
Prepared by (name and title, please print):  
Ann Herring
,  Environmental Officer

Signature:








Date:




6/10/09
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