
LO U I S I A NA
V E R NAC U LA R

L O U I S I A N A

V E R N A C U L A R

E S S E N T I A L
E L E M E N T S
Deep one- and two-story
porches

High ceilings with vertically
proportioned column bays 
and wall openings

French doors and full length
windows on the ground floor
with tall shutters

First floors raised above 
the ground 

The early settlers of Louisiana, arriving by water, brought with them their culture, lifestyle,
religions, and methods of building and developed a unique architecture in response to the
climate and geography. In general, the houses have the first floor raised above the ground,
steeply pitched roofs, tall windows which touch the floor, or French doors, and relatively
simple forms that can have added wings and elements.  

In this Pattern Book, we call this indigenous style Louisiana Vernacular. Within 
that general category, there are many variations including Acadian-influenced, Creole-
influenced, and Anglicized versions of each. These can be classified by plan type as
documented by many scholars including Jay Edwards, Lloyd Vogt, and others.
This Pattern Book classifies them by massing, roof form, and the arrangement
of elements such as windows and porches.

CR E OLE- I N FLU E N CE D building types include cottages, shotguns,
camelbacks, large palatial houses, and townhouses, many of which
include galleries and accommodate a mix of uses. There are a vari-
ety of roof forms including hips, double hips, and gables.
Porches are either added or within a double pitch.

ACAD IAN-I N FLU E NCE D houses are always side gabled.
Most often seen in rural settings, these houses are simple, but
beautifully proportioned and carefully built. Building types
include cottages, large houses, small buildings, and churches.
Steeply pitched gable roofs with porches cut into the volume
of the house are the most dominant visual elements. 

ANG LICI Z E D VE R S ION S of these building types are more
symmetrical, have center or side halls, and have a close rela-
tionship between windows and doors.

Illustrations include recently built examples as well as his-
toric ones to illustrate the enduring nature of these traditions.

A R C H I T E C T U R A L
P A T T E R N S

sect ion  C

34



GALLERY OF EXAMPLES
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CREOLE-INFLUENCED MASSING
& COMPOSITION
NAR R OW F R O NT

>> One-story mass

>> Hip roof with 10 in 12 roof pitch

>> Ridge line of roof runs perpendicular 
to entrance facade

>> Includes shotgun and double-shotgun 
massing types 

R OWH O U S E

>> One- to one-and-one-half-story mass

>> One to two sides of the house 
are party walls

>> Gable roof with 10 in 12 roof pitch

>> Ridge line of roof runs parallel to 
entrance facade

B R OAD F R O NT

>> One- to two-story mass

>> Hip roof with a constant 10 in 12 
roof pitch or a double pitch roof of 
9 in 12 over the main body and 
6 in 12 over the recessed porch

>> Ridge line of roof runs parallel to 
entrance facade

FA C A D E  C O M P O S I T I O N

>> Informal relationship among the 
elements enables the window spacing, 
dormer placement, and porch bays 
to each have their own spacing and 
dimensions

>> Entrance doors are typically under 
porches

M A S S I N G  
C O M B I N AT I O N S

>> Larger living spaces may be created 
by combining side and/or rear wings 
with the main body.

>> Attached wings should have similar roof
pitches and be treated as separate “addi-
tions” to the basic form rather than as 
part of a single complex form.

>> Gable dormers may be added to
introduce light into half-story and 
attic spaces.

>> The architectural character of the 
attached elements should match that  
of the main body.

1-s to ry  Nar row Front

NAR ROW FRONT

MASS I NG

ROWHOUS E

MASS I NG

B ROAD FRONT

MASS I NG

3322''  --  4400''1188''  --  2244''

FACAD E COM POS ITION 

D IAG RAM S >> 11//5511//55 11//55

1-  to  1 1/2-s to ry  Rowhouse 1-  to  2-s to ry  Broad  Front

POSS I B LE MASS I NG 

COM B I NATION S >>

11//33

1188''  ––  2244''

11//33 11//33 11//33 11//33 11//33 11//55

L O U I S I A N A

V E R N A C U L A R

A R C H I T E C T U R A L
P A T T E R N S
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New Or leansLake Char les
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11//55

11//44

2244''  ––  3344''

11//44 11//44 11//44



3-s to ry  Mu l t i - fami l y  Rowhouse

G R E E N B U I LD I NG 

Energy Eff ic iency

An easy way to achieve energy efficiency 
in new home construction is to follow the
Energy Star Program, a national, voluntary
program sponsored by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. Energy Star homes 
are approximately 15–30% more energy
efficient than standard national and state
energy code requirements. Saving 30% 
on energy use also translates directly to
lower energy bills. 

M U LTI-FAM I LY ROWHOUS E

MASS I NG

The essential architectural
elements of Louisiana
Vernacular buildings
include deep one- and
two-story porches, high
ceilings with vertically
proportioned column bays
and wall openings, French
doors and full-length 
windows on the ground
floor with tall shutters,
and first floors raised
above the ground. 
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FACAD E COM POS ITION 

D IAG RAM S >>

ACADIAN-INFLUENCED MASSING
& COMPOSITION
S I D E GAB LE

>> A deep front porch is recessed within 
the volume of the house under one roof.

>> One- to two-story mass

>> Gable roof with 8 in 12  to 12 in 12 
roof pitch

>> Ridge line of roof runs parallel 
to entrance facade

FA C A D E  C O M P O S I T I O N

>> Porch openings typically create a regular
rhythm in the facade. Window and 
door openings are commonly but not 
always centered on porch openings.

>> Entrance doors are typically 
under porches.

M A S S I N G  
C O M B I N AT I O N S

>> Larger living spaces may be 
created by combining side and/or 
rear wings with the main body.

>> Attached wings should have similar 
roof pitches and be treated as separate 
“additions” to the basic form rather 
than as part of a single complex form.

>> Gable dormers may be added to 
introduce light into half-story and 
attic spaces.

>> The architectural character of the 
attached elements should match that 
of the main body.

1-  to  1 1/2-s to ry  S ide  Gab le 2-s to ry  S ide  Gab le

3322''  --  4400''

11//5511//55 11//55 11//55

3322''  --  4400''

11//3311//33 11//33

S I D E GAB LE

MASS I NG >>

POSS I B LE MASS I NG 

COM B I NATION S >>

L O U I S I A N A

V E R N A C U L A R

A R C H I T E C T U R A L
P A T T E R N S
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WA L L S

>> The first floor of an Acadian-influenced 
house is typically set up to four feet 
above the finished grade for a one-story 
house and up to two feet above finished
grade for a two-story house. 

>> For one-story houses, the minimum 
recommended floor-to-ceiling height 
is 10 feet. 

>> For two-story houses, the minimum 
recommended floor-to-ceiling height is 
10 feet for the first floor and 9 feet 
for the second floor. 

>> Typical opening head heights are 8 feet.

>> Cladding materials: smooth-finish 
wood or fiber-cement lap siding with 
6-inch exposure, brick, light-colored 
sand-finish stucco

E AV E S

>> Simple unadorned eaves are character-
istic of the Acadian-influenced style. 
They can have exposed rafter ends  
that are shaped. A frieze board 
is used below the rafters. 

>> They can also be flush to the wall or 
beam at the porch, or slightly projecting
with a boxed soffit.

>> Simple, classically proportioned and 
detailed eaves are also common.

R O O F S

>> Typically laminated asphalt or 
composition shingle, wood shingle, 
5V crimp or standing seam 
metal panels

WALLS, EAVES & ROOFS

S I M PLE
Closed Eave

OR NATE
Open Raf te r

OR NATE
Open Raf te r

Cornerb oard

Sk i r t ing
Board

Windows &
Tr im 

1122""--1188""

55//44""  xx  44""

77""
1100

""--
1122

""

1100
""

1122""--1188""

55//44""  xx  44""

77""
1100

""--
1122

""

Eave

99''
--00

''''
11''

--00
''''

99''
--00

''''
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Simp le  c losed  eave Common open ra f te r  eave

G R E E N B U I LD I NG 

Vernacular  Design

Many Louisiana homes reflect an 
architectural response to the subtropical
climate. For example, traditional houses
have large windows built to the floor,
which allow natural daylighting and air
circulation.
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TYPICAL PORCH TYPE S 

& LOCATION S >>

PORCHES & GALLERIES

1-s to ry  Nar row Front 1-  to  1 1/2-s to ry  Townhouse

1-s to ry  Broad  Front  H ip  Roof 2-s to ry  Broad  Front  H ip  Roof

1-  to  1 1/2-s to ry  S ide  Gab le 2-s to ry  S ide  Gab le

1-  to  2-s to ry  Nar row Gab le  Front

P O R C H  T Y P E S  &  
LO C AT I O N S

>> Creole-influenced Narrow Front mass-
ing types may have hip-roofed porches 
that read as part of the main roof mass, 
or as separate elements; the porches run
the full length of the facade.

>> Broad Front massing types, 1 to 2 
stories, may have hip-roofed porches 
that read as part of the main roof mass; 
the porches run the full length of the 
facade and can extend beyond the main 
body of the house and wrap around one
or two sides.

>> Side Gable massing types, 1 to 2 stories,
may have shed-roofed porches that read
as part of the main roof mass; often the 
pitch of the roof is slightly less steep 
than the pitch of the main roof mass. 
The porches run the full length of 
the facade.

>> Minimum recommended porch 
depth is 8 feet.

>> Porches are symmetrical and run the full
length of the facade.

>> Columns have a regular spacing of 
between 8 to 12 feet on center.

>> Porches are frame construction set up 
on masonry piers. The space between 
piers may remain open without infill.

L O U I S I A N A

V E R N A C U L A R

A R C H I T E C T U R A L
P A T T E R N S

sect ion  C
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RAI L D ETAI LS >>

COLU M N TYPE S >>
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PORCH TYPE S >>
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P O R C H  R O O F S  &  E AV E S

>> Shed, gable, or hipped roofs

>> Typical porch roof slope varies from 4 
in 12 to 10 in 12.

>> Eaves can be either open rafters, simple 
classically proportioned and detailed 
entablature, or flush with the porch 
beam (see eaves on page 39).

C O L U M N S

>> For one-story porches and the second 
floor of two-story porches, slender 
round or square Tuscan columns and 
chamfered or plain rectangular posts 
without trim; turned, decorative posts

>> Brick piers or massive stucco columns 
are typical for the lower story of two-
story porches.

>> In some instances, columns may span 
the height of two-story porches; these 
include a range from plain rectangular 
posts to columns with classical detailing.

>> Wood, fiberglass, or composite material;
brick or block with stucco

R A I L I N G S

>> Square balusters spaced no more than 
4 inches on center with intermediate 
posts for railings over 9 feet in length

>> Milled wood top and bottom rails 
with turned or square balusters

41
New Iber ia

Baton  Rouge

G R E E N B U I LD I NG 

Porches

Porches provide shading as well as 
outdoor living space. The south side is
the best location for shading purposes.
Porches are also commonly located 
on street fronts; as semi-public social 
gathering spaces, porches enhance 
community interactions and safety with
more “eyes on the street.”
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S TA N D A R D  W I N D O W S

>> Standard windows are typically double 
hung or casement and vertical in 
proportion.

>> Common muntin patterns are 2 over 2, 
4 over 4, or 6 over 6.

>> Range of sizes:

Width: 2'-8" to 3'-8"

Height: 4'-4" to 6'-0"

>> Materials: Painted wood, solid cellular 
PVC or clad wood, or vinyl with brick 
veneer only; true divided light or simu-
lated divided light (SDL) sash with tra-
ditional exterior muntin profile (7/8 
inch wide)

W I N D O W  A S S E M B L I E S  
&  A C C E N T  W I N D O W S

>> Dormer windows are multi-paned in the
6 over 6 pattern.

>> Special windows are typically small 
accent windows with 6 panes or in a 
4 over 4 muntin pattern. A single leaf 
shutter is often used.

WINDOWS & DOORS

STAN DAR D WI N DOWS >> S H UTTE R S >>

TYPICAL TR I M EXAM PLE S >>

1"x4"

S i l l

S I M PLE

OR NATE

Si l l

Cap  w i th  
Cove  o r
Quar te r -
Round 
Mo ld ing

1"x6"

WI N DOW ASS E M B LI E S >>

L O U I S I A N A

V E R N A C U L A R

A R C H I T E C T U R A L
P A T T E R N S

sect ion  C
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DOOR TYPE S

D O O R S

>> Multi-pane doors are often used in 
lieu of windows on the first floor under 
the porch.

>> Entry doors are typically 4- 
or 6-paneled and include either a 
transom or a transom and side lights.

>> Materials: Wood, fiberglass, or steel 
with traditional stile-and-rail 
proportions and raised panel profiles, 
painted or stained

T R I M

>> Typical 4-inch-wide trim with back band

>> Classical door surrounds are sometimes 
used at the front door.

>> Stone or wood lintels are common 
elements clad in brick or stucco.

S H U T T E R S

>> Shutters can be louvered, raised panel, 
or batten.

>> Wood or composite, sized to match 
window sash or door frame and mounted
with hardware so that they are operable

DOOR ASS E M B LI E S >>

COM MON
Sing le  Door  w i th  
Transom

OR NATE
Sing le  Door  w i th  Transom
and S ide  L igh ts

COM MON
Doub le  Door  w i th
Transom

OR NATE
Doub le  Door  w i th  
Transom and Shut te rs
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