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Louisiana is at a crossroads. We must make tough decisions about how to move 

the diverse communities of the state forward—through recovery and into a 

stronger, more resilient future. 

To recover sustainably and grow smarter, we must work together. By planning 

regionally for our recovery and future, we can solve immediate and long-term problems 

that no single municipality or parish can address. This section of the plan proposes 

a framework in which state, regional, and local governing bodies integrate their 

overlapping responsibilities and their varied perspectives to implement the Louisiana 

Speaks Regional Plan and arrive at the shared vision it expresses: stronger communities 

protected by a restored coast and supported by a resilient economy. 

Countless unique local cultures, traditions, and natural features define different parts 

of South Louisiana, but we are one region in many important ways. Single jurisdictions 

cannot effectively build better levee systems, restore the coast, create stronger regional 

economies, ensure adequate housing for our workforce, or build a transportation system 

that will serve us into the future. It is only through cooperation among cities and towns 

acting together as a region, and through regions acting together as a state, that we will 

be able to effectively engage these challenges. 

Thinking regionally 
involves linking land 

use, storm protection, 
and economic 

development into a 
cohesive strategy to 

manage risk.

Think Regionally
Planning and Implementation
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bridging jurisdictional boundaries
Comprehensive Risk Management and Recovery 

State policy is the most efficient and effective means of managing risk in both the 
short and long term. The State has the power to create a solid foundation for regions 
and localities by setting firm guidelines for hazard mitigation and storm protection. 
The state can also create a transparent, predictable, and flexible framework for 
planning and implementation that supports regional and local efforts to create 
smarter growth, economic health, and sustained community character. Together, 
this solid foundation and flexible framework will create the confidence necessary 
to make Louisiana an attractive environment for private investment and stable 
insurance rates. 

The Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan recommends extending the regional planning 
process to include a vision for Central and North Louisiana, making Louisiana 
Speaks into a coherent statewide framework. The Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan 
would also establish new opportunities for local and regional planning, and it would 
support these efforts with new resources. It calls for increased and formalized 
coordination of existing state, regional, and local agencies. It also calls for the 
creation of a coordinating and capacity-building entity at the state level—a State 
Planning Office.

In many cases, Louisiana already has the structures in place to make and implement 
effective plans for land use, transportation, economic development, disaster 
recovery, and other functions. However, planning capacity varies significantly across 
the state, and mechanisms for communication and coordination are often lacking. 
Moreover, there has not been a cohesive, consensus-based vision to provide over-
arching direction. The Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan provides this vision. In doing 
so, it will elevate the importance of planning and implementation at all levels  
of government.

Think Regionally
Planning without Borders

An organizational chart 
presenting a structure 
for implementing the 

Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan is on p. 83, and this 
structure is described in 
strategies and actions on 
pp. 84-91. Timelines and 
funding characteristics 

are contained in Appendix 
F. A more detailed 

Louisiana Speaks Strategic 
Implementation Plan 
document, including 

benchmarks and responsible 
parties, will be available in 

July 2007.

jurisdictional boundaries map

State Boundary
Parish Boundary

Regional Planning Commissions

Capital Area

Imperial Calcasieu South Central 
Acadiana

New Orleans Regional
Planning Commission

Jurisdictional Boundaries
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Florida 
With one of the most comprehensive state planning systems 
in the country, Florida has been active in assessing its needs 
for responsible growth management. A statewide survey in 
2000 revealed serious public concern over issues such as 
traffic congestion, urban sprawl, and loss of wildlife habitat 
and showed widespread support for intergovernmental 
coordination to enact changes. Florida’s strong framework 
has ensured a measured approach toward future growth. 
The state has also been effective in protecting open space: 
The Preservation 2000 program and its successor, Florida 
Forever, have raised over $4 billion to acquire 2.3 million 
acres of sensitive land, including wetlands, coastline, 
floodplains, and habitat conservation areas throughout the 
state and the Everglades, the largest wetland area in the 
United States.

Maryland 
Maryland is recognized for its leadership in open space 
planning, coastal protection, and smart growth policy, 
beginning with its groundbreaking effort to revive the 
Chesapeake Bay. The Smart Growth Areas Act of 1997 
minimizes infrastructure costs and protects open space 
by directing state funds to Priority Funding Areas (PFAs). 
PFAs include county-designated areas for growth and, most 
notably, areas with existing development. This incentive-
based measure has resulted in only 27% of all single-family 
residential units being built outside the PFAs from 1990 to 
2004. To ensure the preservation of natural resource lands, 
Maryland also enacted the Rural Legacy Program in 1997, 
which encourages local governments and private land trusts 
to apply for funds to purchase land or obtain easements in 
vulnerable areas. These programs work in concert to guide 
urban growth and protect the state’s most valuable land.

Hawaii 
Hawaii was at the forefront of statewide risk management 
and land-use planning when it adopted its Land Use Law in 
1961. The state classified all land into four categories: urban, 
rural, agricultural, and conservation. The classification 
scheme has been successful in limiting encroachment on 
natural and high hazard areas: during the first 30 years of 
the plan, only 5% of land in the rural and conservation zones 
was converted to urban uses. Between 1982 and 1997, urban 
land increased by 21%—lowest among states with programs 
for managing future development. Some of the challenges 
Hawaii has faced, including difficulty by local jurisdictions 
implementing the state plan with available resources, and 
a lack of benchmarks and incentives, serve as lessons 
informing the legislation and actions proposed by  
Louisiana Speaks. 

case study:  Examples of StateWide Risk Management and Planning
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a structure for implementing the Louisiana  
Speaks Regional Plan 
The Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan empowers communities to chart their own 
course through recovery and on to future growth by planning and implementing 
within a guiding framework. Implementation of the plan will require streamlining 
and coordination of planning in Louisiana. To start, Comprehensive Plans would be 
required for large or growing localities, with matching funding and technical support 
provided. Additionally, local plans would be coordinated at the regional level. 
Finally, state programs would be coordinated across agencies so they are mutually 
consistent and support the priorities expressed in the Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan, CPRA plans, and regional and local plans. An autonomous public-private 
partnership board and a nonprofit membership group would ensure oversight, 
advocacy, and support for sound planning at all levels.

The organization chart at right shows the coordination of planning responsibilities 
and the transfer of resources under the proposed structure.

Local Planning: In Louisiana, as in most states, the power to plan and regulate land 
use resides at the municipal and parish level. There is currently great variation in 
planning capacity and technical expertise among local jurisdictions. The Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan proposes that local jurisdictions above given population/
growth criteria create required Comprehensive Plans. The State Planning Office 
would provide match-funding, staff funding, training, and technical assistance to 
localities whose planning processes and principles meet program criteria.

Regional Planning: Regional planning entities—the five in South Louisiana and the 
three in the North—would play a key role in the implementation of the Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan. They would coordinate local jurisdictions’ planning and 
implementation to ensure that local plans are consistent with each other and 
meet regional goals. Governance at the regional level would be achieved without 
compromising municipal/parish independence through a combined representative 
“Council of Governments” and “Citizens Advisory Committee” structure, where this 
is not already in place. Regional entities would also be responsible for consolidating 
local plans into regional strategies consistent with the Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan. Regional entities would also serve as a conduit between state assistance and 
local planning. 

The functions of Metropolitan Planning Organizations, regional economic 
development entities, and other regional planning functions should be combined, 
where they are not already. Where this is not possible, these functions should be 
closely coordinated. In this way, local and regional planners can consider land-
use, transportation, economic development, and other infrastructure planning and 
programming comprehensively—a key principle of the Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan.

Think Regionally
Planning without Borders

A Clear Call to  
Manage Risk 
More than 23,000 people 
weighed in on how to balance 
individual property rights and 
collective risk in South Louisiana. 
Nearly 90% of them favored 
reducing our overall risk—even 
if this means reasonable limits on 
individual property rights. Even 
in coastal parishes, the majority 
held this view. 

Managing collective risk will 
be accomplished first by smart 
public investments in protection 
and restoration investments. 
Within that framework, risk 
can be further managed by 
regulations and incentives 
covering land-use and building 
techniques in unprotected, 
flood-prone areas, and by siting 
transportation infrastructure 
and public facilities so as not 
to encourage poorly-located 
development. 

There is a clear understanding, 
especially after Katrina and  
Rita, that when people build in 
areas with high risk of storm 
damage, we all share in that risk 
in the form of higher insurance 
premiums and less access to 
insurance, and in the shared 
public cost of disaster recovery. 
Louisiana has spoken, and there 
is a mandate for change.
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State Planning
•	 Implement State Planning Legislation

•	 Map High-Risk, Reinvestment, 
Conservation and Other Areas Statewide

•	 Set Statewide Standards for 
Infrastructure Investment, Plans, 
Preservation, and Development 
Consistent with State Protection and 
Restoration Projects

•	 Coordinate State Agency Capital Plans

•	 Fund and Review Regional Strategies 
and Regional Improvement Plans

Provide Matching Funds, Technical 
Support, and Data for Local 
Comprehensive Planning 

Provide Technical Support and Project-
Specific Planning Services to Local 
Governments

Monitor Plan Implementation 

•

•

•

Regional 
Strategies 

+ 
Infrastructure 

Improvement 
Plans

Technical 
Assistance

Local 
Comprehensive   
Plans

Technical 
Assistance 
+ 
Plan 
Coordination

Local/Parish Planning
•	 Create Comprehensive Plans

•	 Review and Inform Regional Strategies

louisiana statewide planning structure

State Planning: The State Planning Office serves several key functions in the 
implementation of the Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan. It would coordinate state 
agencies, issue and enforce regulations, help maintain consistency with state protection 
and restoration work, fund major regional projects, provide support for planning and 
grant-writing capacity at all levels of government, provide model planning codes, develop 
a statewide Location Index, and monitor achievement of Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan 
benchmarks.

The state’s planning function would be overseen by an autonomous public-private board 
of commissioners, serving staggered terms, which would help insulate the State Planning 
Office from politics. And the implementation of the plan would be supported and 
monitored by an independent non-profit group with members across the state. Together, 
these two groups would serve as the conscience of the Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan.

Technical 
Assistance

State LegislaturE
•	 Adopt State Planning Legislation

•	 Allocate Funding
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Citizens’ Oversight
•	 Review State Planning Activities

•	 Monitor Progress Toward Louisiana  
Speaks Benchmarks

Regional Planning
•	 Create Regional Strategies and Regional 

Infrastructure Improvement Plans

•	 Review and Coordinate Local/Parish 
Comprehensive Plans

•	 Provide Technical Assistance and Data 
to Local/Parish Planners

$

$

$
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Think Regionally
Strategies to Extend the Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan

1The Issue   
The Louisiana Speaks  
Regional Plan is based upon 
broad public involvement 
across South Louisiana, which 
has led to a plan that captures 
the aspirations of citizens 
coastwide. To achieve an 
integrated statewide approach, 
a visioning process is needed 
in Central and North Louisiana 
to extend this plan so that it 
also addresses the unique 
challenges of these parts of 
the state. 
 

The Solution  
The Louisiana Speaks  
Regional Plan can be  
extended into Central and 
North Louisiana by creating  
an extensive public outreach 
and planning campaign based 
on the model of Louisiana 
Speaks. This process would 
produce results tailored to 
Central and North Louisiana. 

Replace image?

extend the louisiana speaks regional plan north 
The Louisiana Speaks process achieved wide-ranging public involvement across 
South Louisiana. To extend this planning effort and identify the unique regional 
solutions that reside in Central and North Louisiana, we must extend this long-
range planning process to the other parts of the state. This effort should be led by 
a combination of state, local, and nonprofit entities. This planning effort would 
address the same breadth of issues as regional planning in South Louisiana, but it 
will reflect the unique challenges facing Central and North Louisiana, such as upland 
flood threats. 

ACTIONS
1.1	C omplete a Regional Visioning and Planning Process. The planning team will 

begin by developing a comprehensive understanding of existing conditions in 
Central and North Louisiana, including community growth and transportation, 
economic development, flood safety, and watershed management. This will 
involve compiling available data, and consulting with regional and local 
planning staff, leading environmental scientists and economic development 
specialists. The next step will be creating a projection of future economic and 
population growth, which will inform a range of future options for flood safety, 
economic development, community growth, and transportation. These options 
will be presented for public feedback through workshops and public outreach. 

1.2	I ntegrate the Vision. Based upon public input and analysis of possible future 
development and infrastructure investments, complete a vision plan similar 
in level of detail and intent as the vision for South Louisiana. Then integrate 
the vision for North Louisiana into Louisiana Speaks, creating a state plan for 
Louisiana.
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The Issue   
Implementing the Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan will be  
a challenge. Some structures 
for implementing recommended 
actions in the plan exist, but 
planning capacity varies 
significantly between 
jurisdictions and levels of 
government. Without enhanced 
coordination and capacity,  
it will be difficult to achieve 
effective implementation of  
this or other state and  
regional plans. 
 

The Solution  
A successful statewide 
planning structure will create 
the framework required to 
realize the vision embodied 
in the Louisiana Speaks 
Regional Plan and foster an 
attractive environment for 
private investment and insurers. 
Predictable decision-making 
about the location and priority 
of infrastructure investments 
and development will generate 
confidence and predictability. 
This will be achieved by a 
strategy that coordinates state, 
regional, and local planning, 
and provides additional 
capacity to regional and local 
planning agencies to achieve 
implementation of the Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan and 
related plans. 

Think Regionally
Strategies to Achieve Effective Statewide Planning
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2achieve effective statewide planning
Implementing a state plan for Louisiana will require the coordination of state, 
regional, and local agencies, as well as enhancing planning capacity at all levels. 
A comprehensive, consistent approach to statewide planning is the most effective 
and efficient way to guide recovery, manage risk, reinvest in our communities, and 
shape future development. Additionally, planning and implementation processes 
that are predictable and consistent—grounded in both sound analysis and public 
participation—will contribute to a stable investment environment and a more 
prosperous future. The actions below provide a cohesive framework for coordinating 
planning and implementation in Louisiana in order to achieve the vision of a 
Louisiana Speaks plan that includes the entire state.

ACTIONS
2.1	I mplement Legislation to Address Comprehensive Risk Management, Recovery, and 

Growth Planning. Work with state agencies, regional planning entities, local 
officials, and private-sector leaders to draft legislation enabling coordinated 
statewide planning to address risk management, statewide emergency planning, 
economic development, housing, and community growth and transportation, 
and coastal restoration and protection. Then, adopt this legislation.

•	 This legislation would enable and fund the creation of a State Planning Office 
which would be responsible for the functions described in Action 2.2.

•	 It would also enable the regional and local planning and implementation 
described below in Actions 2.3 and 2.4.
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Think Regionally
Strategies to Achieve Effective Statewide Planning

The Louisiana Speaks 
Regional Plan creates 
a cohesive vision for 

the future and elevates 
the importance of 

planning at all levels of 
government.
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This legislation would specifically enhance and support Louisiana’s system of local 
planning by:

•	 Reforming the state’s existing Master Plan requirement to require that by a 
reasonable set deadline after legislative action, any municipality or parish above 
a benchmark population or growth rate, or that regulates land use through 
zoning or subdivision ordinances, must produce a 20-year Comprehensive Plan 
and update it at a specified interval. Comprehensive Plans would have force of 
law, and land-use regulations such as zoning and subdivision ordinances would 
be required to be consistent with them. Local plans would be required to be 
consistent with state protection and restoration plans.

•	 Establishing a state matching-funds and technical-assistance program to assist 
municipalities and parishes that are required to prepare Comprehensive Plans, 
if their plans meet criteria for consistency with the Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan; municipalities and parishes that are not required to, but choose to create 
Comprehensive Plans, would also be eligible for assistance. 

•	 Linking disbursal of state and federal infrastructure and other funding  
to the priorities outlined in a Comprehensive Plan, and recognizing that the 
failure to create a Comprehensive Plan, where required, would limit access to 
those funds. 

•	 Directing regional planning entities, through a combined representative 
Council of Governments (COG) and Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) 
structure, to create Regional Strategies. These strategies will coordinate and 
integrate the Comprehensive Plans of municipalities and parishes within the 
regional planning area, as well as Regional Infrastructure Improvement Plans 
identifying key future projects.

•	 Directing each local Comprehensive Plan and Regional Strategy to address 
elements including: community growth, transportation, public facilities, 
housing (including affordable and workforce housing), economic development, 
conservation, and consistency with state protection and restoration plans 
(where applicable).
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CAse Study:  Local comprehensive planning in washington State
The Washington State Growth Management Act created a clear, predictable structure 
for creating local plans consistent with common goals adopted by the state legislature. 
Beginning in 1990, cities and counties in fast-growing and densely populated areas 
were required to produce 20-year comprehensive plans addressing 13 goals including 
containing urban growth, stimulating economic development, and protecting critical natural 
environments. The state Office of Community Development (OCD) provides funding, 
guidelines, technical assistance, and collaborative reviews to help local and county 
governments produce plans consistent with state goals. Since 1990, the vast majority of 
cities and counties in Washington have successfully adopted comprehensive plans. Washington

2.2	E nhance State Planning Capacity and Coordination. Create a State Planning 
Office. This office would be governed by a public-private board comprised of 
leadership from cabinet-level agencies and regional planning entities, as well 
as private citizens in positions of civic and/or business leadership, or with 
specialized technical expertise. Board members would serve staggered terms. 
Dedicated funding for this office and its programs would be established and 
protected—potentially by Constitutional mandate. 

The office would be responsible for integrating and coordinating state-level 
planning for risk management, emergency planning, economic development, 
housing, conservation, community growth, and transportation. Staff would 
periodically present technical reports, plans, and budgets to the board for 
approval. Full disclosure, an annual external audit, annual plan updates, and 
reporting to the Governor and the Legislature would ensure transparency. 

Specific responsibilities of this office would include:

•	 Providing planning matching funds and technical assistance to local 
governments creating Comprehensive Plans consistent with the Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan.

•	 Providing model codes, technology, technical assistance, and training to 
regional and local planning and governing entities. Also, providing them with 
funding, hiring, and staff support. 

•	 Providing emergency- and project-specific planning capacity to local 
jurisdictions (a planning “SWAT team”), including planning around major new 
projects, post-disaster recovery planning, and post-disaster clean-up/waste 
management.

•	 Establishing and implementing standards for siting of state (and state-funded) 
buildings and infrastructure investments, including linking the disbursal of 
state and federal program funds to the existence of local Comprehensive Plans 
(where required). 
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Think Regionally
Strategies to Achieve Effective Statewide Planning

Replace image

case study:  Citizen involvement in state and regional planning

The past two decades have seen citizens groups throughout 
the country take leading roles in promoting and facilitating 
coordinated statewide and regional planning. Recognizing that 
government action is often enhanced by citizen coalitions, groups 
such as New Jersey Future and Envision Utah have brought 
together civic, religious, and business leaders to support planning 
that balances the needs of the economy, community,  
and environment. 

New Jersey Future is a nonprofit organization working to support 
implementation of the state’s plan, and provides analysis, 
technical support, and advocacy. The organization promotes 
“smart growth” policies that revitalize the state’s existing 
cities, protect its open spaces, increase transit access, and 
ensure housing choice. In addition to its political activities, the 
organization also maintains an online “Smart Growth Gateway” 
providing information and technical tools, including model zoning 
ordinances, case studies, and financing resources. 
The nonprofit organization Envision Utah ushered in the first 
regional planning effort in Utah, holding an extensive public 
involvement process that led to state adoption of a long-range 
“quality growth strategy” that focuses new growth around 
existing communities and transit investments. The organization 

offers technical assistance in the form of local visioning  
projects, site design, and resource guides for local governments 
and developers. As an advocate, the organization was 
instrumental in a successful campaign to use sales taxes to 
fund mass transit. Envision Utah has begun to address barriers 
to implementation of the voluntary quality growth strategy by 
seeking alterations to state laws to facilitate more compact, 
transit-supportive development.

Envision Utah Workshop
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•	 Creating a “Louisiana Location Index” in partnership with state agencies, 
regional planning entities, and others (see “Grow Smarter,” Actions 2.1-2)

•	 Creating and maintaining a statewide GIS database identifying general 
land classifications based upon the “Louisiana Location Index” (see “Grow 
Smarter,” Actions 2.1-2), including regular updates to reflect changes to and/or 
implementation of CPRA and other plans

•	 Reviewing and funding Regional Strategies and Infrastructure  
Improvement Plans 

•	 Coordinating capital plans and budget requests of state agencies

•	 Creating transparency and monitoring achievement of Louisiana Speaks 
Regional Plan benchmarks through annual reports and annual updates to  
the plan



89	 Louisiana Speaks REgional Plan

Enhanced Planning Capacity  
The Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan enhances the capacity 
to plan comprehensively at all 
levels of government. It will 
facilitate the development 
of planning expertise across 
all jurisdictions through staff 
training and the provision 
of a full complement of 
regional data and technical 
resources—including 
a statewide GIS spatial 
database. Refer to Appendix B 
for more on GIS and modeling. 

2.3	E nhance Regional Planning Capacity and Coordination. Streamline the existing 
regional planning structure and geographical coverage areas of Regional 
Planning Commissions, Planning and Development Districts, Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations, and regional economic development entities to create 
regional planning entities that integrate transportation, economic development, 
and land-use planning (some regional planning entities in Louisiana already 
combine these functions). These entities would serve as a coordination 
mechanism among local governments, and as a bridge between local and state 
governments. Specific responsibilities would include:

•	 Providing technical assistance to local jurisdictions in the form of direct 
planning services, grant-writing, technology support, and GIS, demographics, 
and other data.

•	 Maintaining a regional GIS database including existing and planned regional 
infrastructure, general land classifications defined by the Louisiana Location 
Index, specific land uses defined by local/parish Comprehensive Plans, and 
other data and demographic information.

•	 Coordinating the development of local and parish Comprehensive Plans, 
and reviewing plans for consistency with other local Comprehensive Plans, 
Regional Strategies and Regional Infrastructure Improvement Plans, the 
Louisiana Speaks Regional Plan, CPRA plans, and other applicable state plans. 

•	 Coordinating municipal/parish government planning and policy through 
a combined representative Council of Governments (COG) and Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) structure. 

•	 Creating Regional Strategies and Regional Infrastructure Improvement Plans, 
that address transportation programming, as well as utilities and other key 
regional investments.
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Think Regionally
Strategies to Achieve Effective Statewide Planning

Model Codes  
The development of model 
codes will be a vital tool 
for local jurisdictions in 
implementing local land-use 
planning that supports the 
Louisiana Speaks Regional 
Plan. These codes will be 
tailored to unique challenges 
such as reinvestment in 
existing communities and 
hazard mitigation in coastal 
communities.
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•	 Integrating—through their function as Metropolitan Planning Organizations—
Regional Strategies and Regional Infrastructure Improvement Plans with 
federally mandated Transportation Improvement Programs, which are the basis 
of state transportation planning and funding

•	 Maintaining (and, where applicable, extending) regional sewerage and utility 
service boundaries consistent with regional plans

•	 Regional planning entities would not be permitted to administer criteria for 
grants or other programs for which they compete

•	 The state would provide new capacity-building salary support for planners 
and grant writers at the regional level through a budget line or dedicated 
fund. Grants would be administered on the basis of need and anticipated role 
of added staff. Grants would step down over several years, giving regional 
planning entities time to develop funding to continue the positions.

2.4	E nhance Local Planning Capacity. Municipal and parish planning would be 
conducted within existing governance structures, except in cases in which 
cooperative agreements or other reforms are initiated by local governments. 
Local planning agencies would create Comprehensive Plans and local zoning 
and land-use ordinances, where required or applicable (See “Think Regionally,” 
Action 2.1). These should specifically address integration of land use with state 
protection and restoration planning.

The state would take the following steps to expand the capacity of municipal 
and parish planning and implementation:

•	 Supporting local comprehensive planning by establishing a budget line or 
dedicated fund to match costs of local comprehensive planning, provided such 
plans are consistent with the overall framework and principles of the Louisiana 
Speaks Regional Plan 

•	 Supporting local planning staff by establishing a budget line or dedicated 
fund for salary support for planners and grant writers/administrators at 
the municipal or parish level, and establish a budget line or dedicated fund 
for salary support and training of building inspectors. Grants would be 
administered on the basis of need and anticipated role of added staff. Grants 
would step down over several years, giving local governments time to develop 
funding to continue the positions.

•	 Providing model codes for recovery and growth in Louisiana. To support the 
creation of safe, walkable communities, these codes would address building 
massing and density, block standards, street design, zoning, parking, and fire 
and public safety standards. Additionally, the state would provide specialized 
model codes that address coastal, wetland, and levee-related land-use issues. 
“Off-the-shelf ” model codes save local governments the cost of creating new 
zoning and development codes. (See “Grow Smarter,” Action 2.3.)
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Local Planning and  
the CPRA 
In areas affected by state 
protection and restoration 
planning, all local and 
regional planning and 
implementation would have 
to be consistent with CPRA 
plans. This power is spelled 
out in CPRA’s enabling 
legislation:

The [CPRA] shall … 
take actions against any 
entity, including political 
subdivisions, to enforce 
compliance with the 
comprehensive master 
coastal protection plan.

– First Extraordinary 
Session, 2005; Act no. 8, 
§213.4
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•	 Creating a “qualified planner and grant-writer clearinghouse” that would assist 
local governments in identifying and hiring qualified staff. Graduation from an 
accredited planning, landscape architecture, public policy, or allied program, a 
professional certification, or four years prior experience in planning would be a 
prerequisite.

•	 Expanding education for the planning profession in Louisiana by supporting 
the expansion and integration of planning, architecture, and landscape 
architecture programs at public and private universities across the state

•	 Ensuring training and expertise of planning commissions by providing 
required annual training sessions through professional associations of planners, 
architects, landscape architects, and/or civil engineers. Provide guidelines for 
composition of Planning Commissions, including seats reserved for persons 
with technical expertise.


