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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LOUISIANA POISED TO HOUSE DISPLACED CITIZENS 

BATON ROUGE -- Due to the end of the FEMA-funded sheltering, the State of Louisiana opened an emergency shelter in Shreveport, established a toll free number to assist hurricane victims who must move from motels and hotels and will offer transportation from their hotel to the shelter.


The transportation portion of this program will come to a close at 5 p.m. tonight, February 14, but evacuees’ transportation needs will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis after the 5 p.m. deadline, according to state officials. 

Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco ordered state agencies to establish state-run shelters to meet the short-term housing needs of those leaving hotels and to provide transportation for Louisiana citizens and their personal belongings from those hotels to shelters around the state.

To access these state shelters, displaced citizens must call the Louisiana Hurricane Emergency Shelter Hotline, a toll-free hotline, for those in need of emergency housing. They will be asked questions about their needs, and then be advised as to the shelter options available to them. The phone number for Louisiana Hurricane Emergency Shelter Hotline is 1-866-310-7617. Evacuees MUST call the hotline to access these services.
To date, the state has taken more than 52 families into the Shreveport shelter. Should the North Louisiana facility reach capacity, the state stands ready to open additional shelters.
--30--
Note: The state requests that electronic outlets use the hotline number in their crawls and tickers. For more information, contact Mark Smith at 225-925-7427
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