October 6, 2008

Mr. Carlos Castillo

’ /H Assistant Administrator
FEMA Headquarters

500 C St. SW
LOUISIANA Washington, DC 20472
A
Through:
BOEBY JINDAL William Peterson James Stark
GAVERNOR Regional Director Federal Coordinating Officer
) FEMA Region VI FEMA-1786-DR-LA
ANGEEDAE | FRC 800 North Loop 288 1250 Poydras St. Box 43
OF ADVINISTRATION Denton, TX 76209-3698 New Orleans, LA 70113
PAUL W. RAINWATER SUBJECT: Consolidation of Hurricanes Gustav and Ike

SXECUTIVE BIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Castillo;
DAVID VOELKER

CHARMAY

On September 1, 2008, and September 12, 2008, respectively, the State of

Louisiana was severely damaged by Hurricanes Gustav and Tke. Singularly, each
RENE P. CROSS was a major disaster; combined, these two storms amount to a catastrophic event
JASWANT 5. GILL for the state. As you are aware, at the time of these two hurricanes Louisiana was
THS&?‘;‘T ;Eﬁ:mg in the midst of recovery from two of the largest disasters in U.S. history —
RAYMOND LASSEIGNE hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Many communities throughout the state had not yet
PATRICIA S. LEBLANC returned population and infrastructure to pre-Katrina and pre-Rita conditions.
WALTER ). LEGER, JR.
ROY O, MARTIN 11 . .. . .
CHESTER E MORRISON Due to the devastating combination of all of these natural disasters, as well as their
SEAN E. REILLY overlapping effects on a number of parishes, I am officially requesting that the
JOHN E. SMITH emergency and major declarations for Hurricanes Gustav and Ike (FEMA EM-

e — 3289, DR-1786, EM-3295 and DR-1792) be combined into one disaster.
&0 iciEL cﬁﬁlssé Combining these disasters will empower the State to simultaneously handle
BRESIDENT OF THE SENATE multiple requests for assistance from communities affected by both disasters,
without the burden of local and State officials demonstrating which disaster is
responsible for incurred damage.

EX-OFFICID

S5EN, SHARON WESTON BRODME

PRESIDENT PR TEMPORE

REP JIM TUCKER Additionally, a ‘single disaster’ approach significantly eliminates duplicated
KER COF THE HOUSE administrative efforts, both on a local and federal level. This, in turn, is a more
REP KAREN CARTER PETERSON szillclent approach to recovery, as well as a more cost-effective use of taxpayer

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE ollars.

5t Mt 3 Sreet 5wt 200 I trust you will give this request every appropriate consideration, and your
50 Norti 3rd Street Suite . . . : :

Baton Rouge, LA 70801 immediate attention is greatly appreciated.
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Paul Rainwater
Governor’s Authorized Representative




