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Recovery Workforce Training Program (RWTP) 
 
The $38 million Recovery Workforce Training Program (RWTP) has been established by the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority (LRA) and the Louisiana Workforce Commission in cooperation with the State Office of 
Community Development’s (OCD) Disaster Recovery Unit to create workforce training & placement 
programs that meet the needs of businesses in sectors critical to the recovery and rebuilding of the areas 
affected by hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
 
Program Purpose 
 

• The current recovery economy requires a highly skilled and well-trained workforce to meet the immediate 
needs of sectors critical to the physical rebuilding and economic recovery of the regions impacted by the 
hurricanes.  The six sectors identified as critical are: Advanced Manufacturing, Construction, Cultural 
Economy, Healthcare, Oil and Gas, and Transportation.  

• The RWTP program provides funding to create sector strategies, or sector-based initiatives to address the 
need for trained workers, to support recovery and rebuilding of areas impacted by the 2005 storms, and to 
promote the long-term recovery of the State’s overall economy.  

• The program is centered on realizing three inter-related factors:  
o The return of the displaced workforce;  
o The retention of the existing workforce; and  
o The concerted effort to increase the development of skills for new jobs in sectors related to recovery 

efforts and a future growth economy. 
 
Program Implementation 

• Among the six critical sectors, eighteen programs were selected through a competitive Request for Proposals 
(RFP) process overseen by the Louisiana Workforce Commission.  

• These programs provide services throughout regions impacted by both hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  
o $20.3M (53%) has been allocated for projects in parishes impacted by Katrina; 
o $6.2M (16%) has been allocated for projects in parishes impacted by Rita; and 
o $11.5M (30%) has been allocated for projects covering areas impacted by both Katrina and Rita. 

• Estimated Projections: 
o Projected Completers: 7,368 
o Projected Placements: 5,918 

• This program is being funded through a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
as eligible under Section 105(a)8 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.  The activities 
implemented through this program will meet the national objective of benefiting persons of low to moderate 
income.   

 
Contact Information 

For further information on the overall RWTP contact Cynthia Douglas and John Stewart of the Workforce Commission 
at 225-342-1205.
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Snapshot of Programs Funded 
 

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING       
Workforce Intermediary/ 

Fiscal Agent Occupation 
Projected 

Completers Projected Placements Parishes 

Greater New Orleans, Inc. 

Entry level (work ready, employer will train), welder, 
pipefitter, shipfitter, machinist, electrical technician, 
industrial maintenance, instrumentation technician, 
process operator/technician, production operator, 
mechanic, and designer (CAD/CAM) 

1,000 900 
Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. 
Bernard, St. Tammany, St. Charles, St. John, 
Tangipahoa, Washington 

Louisiana Technical College Region IV/LEDA Welders, Machinists, production helpers, electricians; 
accelerated welding 105 84 Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, Calcasieu, St. 

Mary, Lafourche 

Advanced  
Manufacturing Total   1,105 984   
         

CONSTRUCTION Occupation 
Projected 

Completers Projected Placements Parishes 

Associated Builders & Contractors – Pelican 
Chapter Welding, Pipefitting, Electrical, Carpentry 181 152 

Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, 
Vermilion, Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Iberia, 
Jefferson Davis, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. John 
the Baptist, St. Mary, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, 
Washington 

Gulf Coast Construction Career Center/Center to 
Protect Worker's Rights 

Electricians, plumbers, pipefitters, plasters, cement 
masons, painters, roofers, waterproofers, insulators, 
sheetmetal workers, truck drivers, laborers, carpenters, 
millwrights, piledrivers 

507 405 Greater New Orleans 

Louisiana Department of Corrections 

Carpenters, masons and cement finishers, HVAC 
installers, welders, plumbers and plumbers helpers, 
upholsteries and upholstery repairers, pile drivers, 
electricians 

960 672 All Parishes 

Louisiana Technical College -Region IV 
Carpenters, welders, industrial mechanics, electricians, 
construction laborers, truck drivers, clerical, AC 
repairers 

215 171 Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, St. Mary, 
Lafourche, Calcasieu 

Louisiana Technical College - Region IX Electricians, carpenters, plumbers, HVAC technicians, 
general maintenance 330 281 St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Washington 

New Orleans Worker Resource Center/South 
Central Laborers Training and Apprenticeship 
Fund 

Construction labor, residential construction helpers 
(plumber/pipelayer, painter, electrician, roofer, drywall, 
brickmason, carpenter), environmental cleanup 

631 462 Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, 
Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. James, St. John 

Construction Total   2824 2143   
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CULTURAL ECONOMY Occupation 
Projected 

Completers 
Projected 

Placements Parishes 

Jefferson Parish Chamber of 
Commerce/Delgado 

Restaurant cooks, bartenders, 
chef/head cook, food batchmakers, 
bakers, and food service 
entrepreneurs 

596 559 
Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. 
Bernard, St. Tammany, St. Charles, 
Tangipahoa 

New Orleans Video Access Center, Inc. 

Production, planning and expediting 
clerks; General Office clerks; 
Electrician's helpers; Riggers; 
Installation, maintenance, and repair 
workers; Freight, stock, and material 
movers 

228 122 Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany 

Cultural Economy Total   824 681   
         

HEALTHCARE Occupation 
Projected 

Completers 
Projected 

Placements Parishes 

Greater New Orleans, Inc./Delgado 

Nurses (RN, C.N.A, License Nurse 
practioners), Surgical & Pharmacy 
Techs, EMTs, Paramedics, 
Respiratory Therapists, Medical 
Coders & Billing and Collection Staff 

810 648 
Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, 
Lafourche, St. Charles, Washington, 
Tangipahoa, St. John, St. Tammany 

Louisiana Public Health Institute 

Emergency medical technicians, 
geriatric nurses, certified nursing 
assistants, registered nurses, nurse 
practitioners, licensed social 
workers, licensed practical nurses, 
substance abuse counselors and 
technicians (lab, psychiatric, 
radiology) 

82 82 All Tier 1 and Tier 2 parishes 

Southwest Louisiana Area Health 
Education Center 

All Occupations: Healthcare, Nurses, 
CNAs, Med Techs, Therapists, EMTs;  1080 1080 All Tier 1 and Tier 2 parishes 

Healthcare Total   1972 1810   
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OIL AND GAS Occupation 
Projected 

Completers 
Projected 

Placements Parishes 

Acadiana Regional Development District 
Safety, technologists and engineers, 
welders, technicians, machinists, 
land exploration and research 

344 224 
Calcasieu, Cameron, Vermilion, Acadia, 
Allen, Beauregard, Iberia, Jefferson 
Davis, St. Mary 

Career Builders of Louisiana/Louisiana 
Foundation of Excellence in Science 

Welding, machinists, diesel 
technician, HVAC/Plumbing, 
instrumentation technician, clerical, 
accounting, catering 

187 139 

Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, St. 
Bernard, St. Tammany, St. Charles, 
Tangipahoa, Lafourche, St. John, St. 
Mary, Terrebonne, Washington 

Oil and Gas Total   531 363   
         

TRANSPORTATION Occupation 
Projected 

Completers 
Projected 

Placements Parishes 

Delgado Community College Maritime, Deckhand & Roustabout, 
Tankermen, Steersmen 300 300 Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, 

Lafourche, St. Charles, St. John 

Louisiana Technical College -Region IV 
Truck Drivers, Heavy & Tractor 
Trailer; Mechanics, Aircraft Repair & 
Pilots & etc 

136 122 Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, St. 
Mary, Lafourche, Calcasieu 

South Louisiana Economic 
Council/Fletcher Technical Community 
College 

Sailors and marine oilers, ship/boat 
captains and operators, captains, 
mates and pilots, ship engineers, all 
other vessel transportation workers, 
heavy and tractor trailer truck driver, 
diesel motorboat mechanics 

375 300 Lafourche, Terrebonne, St. Mary 

Transportation Total   811 722   

 


