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Over 200 Come to Hear Final Plans for Rebuilding South Acadiana 

LRA Planning Session Concludes with Plans that Incorporate Local Input
Baton Rouge, La. – In mid-February, Andres Duany of Duany Plater-Zyberk (DPZ) and his team of architects, designers and town planners worked around-the-clock visiting the towns and outlying environs, speaking with the residents and planning for the future of the South Acadiana corridor. At the conclusion of the seven-day planning session, or “charrette”, hosted by the Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA), Duany presented the final plans for the South Acadiana corridor on Sunday to a crowd of over 200 community residents at the Rip Van Winkle Gardens in New Iberia, LA. 

“Our team studied the area and came up with some great plans,” said Duany. “Plans, though, change as more investigation is done. During the past week, we spoke with the residents of Abbeville, Delcambre and Erath. Now, these plans truly represent their visions for the future.”

DPZ is part of an overall planning effort endorsed by the LRA Support Foundation that raised private donations through the Baton Rouge Area Foundation. DPZ listened to the residents of the hurricane affected communities and created plans for South Acadiana that incorporated local knowledge, concerns and dreams. 

Early discussions at the charrette centered around the concept of moving the town of Erath to an area north of the LA 14 highway, due to concerns that the town has flooded four times in the past eleven years.  

(MORE)

While the final plans focused on rebuilding South Acadiana smarter, safer and stronger, they did not include plans for a “New Erath.” Instead, Duany presented a plan for a new neighborhood north of Erath that would be near the site for a proposed school. 

“The plans presented by DPZ provide us with an amazing opportunity for growth,” said Erath mayor, George Dupuis. “We are lucky to have a team of experts listen to our suggestions and show us how to rebuild our community in a way that allows us to remain in the homes we love and cherish. Now it is our responsibility to make these plans come alive.”

Vitality is exactly what Duany suggested for Delcambre’s shipping port. After years of underutilizing the port, DPZ proposed making it the center of activity for businesses, festivals and entertainment. 

“Finally, we can have a place to go with friends and family,” said Delcambre mayor, Carol Broussard. “I can walk my dog, read a book and attend festivals in one location. More importantly, this is going to be an active port that will bring life back to our economy.”

As images were uncovered and plans revealed, the residents of Abbeville sat at the edge of their seats to hear the plans for their town. Like the plans for Erath and Delcambre, the Abbeville plans mirrored the suggestions made earlier in the week by the residents who attended the public meetings hosted by the LRA. 

Duany explained that Abbeville’s “future is bright.” Since Abbeville suffered less damage than their neighbors, he said that rebuilding a vibrant downtown with affordable housing would be fairly simple. In addition, he suggested that the residents redirect the La. 14 bypass back into downtown Abbeville in order to preserve the area. 

“It is important for us all to remember that we must have the same devotion and conviction about our communities in the days to come as our DPZ friends did over the past week,” said Abbeville mayor Mark Piazza. “The road ahead of us will be tough, but with dedication we can all work together to make these plans a reality. We have been handed a great gift and now we must show our thanks.”

The LRA will host another planning session or “charrette” in St. Bernard Parish for the City of Arabi. The plans that are developed for Arabi, which was severely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina, will serve as a model for other devastated communities in South Louisiana. The schedule of events for the Arabi charrette includes:

March 7

Opening Presentation from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
St. Bernard Parish Courthouse
1101 W. Saint Bernard Highway
Chalmette, LA 70043

March 8-10

Planning Sessions from 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Wyndham Canal Place, Crescent Room
100 Rue Iberville
New Orleans, LA 70130

(MORE)

March 10

Pin-Up & Review Session from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Wyndham Canal Place, Crescent Room
100 Rue Iberville
New Orleans, LA 70130

March 15

Closing Presentation from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

St. Bernard Parish Courthouse
1101 W. Saint Bernard Highway
Chalmette, LA 70043

In addition to this event, the LRA also hosted technical workshops and community meetings in Hammond, Baton Rouge and Lafayette from February 20 to 22, 2006. The workshops and public meetings were the forums in which Ray Gindroz, of Urban Design Associates (UDA), worked with the local citizens, homebuilders, architects and developers to create designs for rebuilding the residential and commercial communities affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. With these workshops, UDA is focusing on innovative building practices to assist individuals and professionals in rebuilding safer, stronger and “greener” communities in South Louisiana. . UDA is developing a Pattern Book which will provide designs to support the DPZ plans. 

The DPZ charrettes and UDA workshops represent the next phase of the LOUISIANA SPEAKS planning effort, which is a multi-faceted planning process designed to develop a sustainable long-term vision for South Louisiana. These efforts complement the ongoing work of Long Term Community Recovery (LTCR) Teams and local officials who are developing parish-level recovery plans for 19 of the most heavily impacted parishes in South Louisiana. 

For further information on charrettes, visit the website at www.louisianaspeaks.org or the Louisiana Recovery Authority website at www.lra.louisiana.gov.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated South Louisiana, destroying more than 200,000 homes and 18,000 businesses and inflicting about $25 billion in insured losses. 

The LRA is a 26-member body appointed by Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco to identify and prioritize short- and long-term needs of the recovery. It will seek out and value local input as it plans and implements the recovery. 

The LRA is supported by the LRA Support Foundation, a private, nonprofit organization that has raised private funds through the Baton Rouge Area Foundation to secure the current team of world-renowned planners and experts who are responsible for developing plans for rebuilding South Louisiana. 
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