
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEDERAL DOLLARS ON THE GROUND 
The LRA estimates that so far, more than $312 million of federal dollars have been invested in rebuilding projects in the 
three parishes most devastated by Hurricane Rita. This total include Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
programs created by the state to address the critical issues of housing and economic development and also FEMA Public 
Assistance funds directed for rebuilding projects. 
 
The charts below break down this federal rebuilding spending by parish. 
 

 
 

Vermilion 

FEMA PA -- Rebuilding $9,155,847  
Community Disaster Loans $174,572  

Road Home  $31,372,693  

Small Rental Housing $19,600,000  
LIHTC Tax Credits $2,832,068  

Bridge Loans $175,000  

Louisiana Tourism Recovery Program $4,170  
Small Business Grant and Loans  $5,899,200  

Historic Preservation Grants $45,000  

Transportation $1,420,361  
Total $70,678,911 

 
 
 
 

Calcasieu 

FEMA PA -- Rebuilding $15,534,864 

Road Home  $116,589,139 

LIHTC Tax Credits $12,624,926 

Bridge Loans $2,367,720 
Louisiana Tourism Recovery 

Program $27,064 
Small Business Grant and 

Loans  $4,546,200 

Historic Preservation Grants $43,073 

Transportation $13,729,864 

Total $165,462,850 

Cameron 

FEMA PA -- Rebuilding $27,963,785 

Community Disaster Loans $7,484,935 

Road Home  $26,699,984 

LIHTC Tax Credits $383,716 

Bridge Loans $260,000 
Louisiana Tourism Recovery 

Program $27,064 
Small Business Grant and 

Loans  $6,172,200 

Transportation $7,086,385 

Total $76,078,069 
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HOUSING 
FEMA Temporary Housing 
As of September 13, 2007, there are 39,216 occupied FEMA travel trailers or mobile homes in Louisiana. More than 5,500 
of these are located in Southwest Louisiana. 
 

Active FEMA Travel Trailer / Mobile Homes in SW LA (as of Sept. 13, 2007) 
Parish Private Group Commercial Industrial Total 
Acadia 42 0 4 0 46 
Allen 38 0 3 0 41 

Beauregard 163 0 12 0 175 
Calcasieu 1,648 327 511 9 2,495 
Cameron 435 52 82 0 569 

Evangeline 21 0 4 0 25 
Iberia 314 0 123 3 440 

Jefferson Davis 120 0 89 0 209 
Lafayette 50 0 171 0 221 
Sabine 9 0 0 0 9 

St. Landry 79 0 8 0 87 
St. Mary 110 0 50 0 160 

Terrebonne 428 0 31 3 462 
Vermilion 525 0 70 1 596 
Vernon 40 0 12 0 52 

TOTAL: 4022 379 1170 16 5587 
 
Road Home Program 
Its is estimated that more than 13,000 homeowners in Southwest Louisiana suffered major or severe damage in Hurricane 
Rita and could be eligible for assistance through the state’s housing program, known as the Road Home. The Road Home 
program is designed to help residents of Louisiana affected by Hurricane Katrina or Rita get back into their homes as 
quickly and fairly as possible. This groundbreaking program represents the largest single housing recovery program in 
U.S. history. Working together, Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco, the Louisiana Recovery Authority and the Office of 
Community Development created The Road Home program with the approval of the Louisiana Legislature. Through the 
state’s housing program, more than 5,300 Southwest Louisiana homeowners received more than $240 million in funds to 
rebuild their homes.  

Road Home Closings in Southwest Louisiana 
Parish Amount Disbursed Number of Closings 

Calcasieu $116,589,139 2,904 

Vermilion $31,372,693 635 

Cameron $26,699,984 484 

Terrebonne $24,938,830 464 

Iberia* $17,253,139 346 

Beauregard $6,688,063 164 

Jefferson Davis $5,732,507 135 

Allen $2,722,902 78 

Saint Mary $2,167,286 52 

Acadia $2,132,584 59 

Saint Landry $2,047,094 33 

Lafayette $886,611 22 

Vernon $449,819 14 

Evangeline $208,394 6 

Sabine $206,189 2 

TOTAL: $240,095,236 5,398 
 

*These parishes had damage as a result of both Rita and Katrina 



Small Rental Repair Program 
 
The LRA’s Small Rental Repair Program awarded almost $6 million in grants to small rental property owners to rebuild 
more than 180 rental properties damaged in Hurricane Rita. 
 

Small Rental Program Awards in SWLA 
Parish Participating  Units  Dollars Awarded 
Acadia  9 $364,200  
Calcasieu  93 $3,071,350  
Cameron  32 $1,155,100  
Iberia  15 $382,900  
Terrebonne  16 $419,000  
Vermilion  19 $538,000  
TOTAL  184 $5,930,550  

 
BUSINESS RECOVERY 
 
In August, the LRA released an update to the Louisiana Business Recovery Report that examines the impact Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita had on Louisiana businesses during the 3rd and 4th quarter of 2006 (hereafter referred to as 2006Q3 
and 2006Q4 respectively).  

The updated study, which was conducted by Louisiana State University (LSU) researchers on behalf of the LRA, 
Louisiana Economic Development (LED) and Louisiana Department of Labor (LDOL), revealed the state had 892 (or 
0.9%) fewer employers by 2006Q4 than before the Hurricanes. This represents a significant recovery statewide from an 
initial loss of 5,192 employers immediately following the hurricanes. The study also revealed that the state as a whole had 
an overall business failure rate of 20.87% from 2005Q2 to 2006Q4, while the Southeast and Southwest regions had 
failure rates of 28.31% and 18.63% respectively. It also showed that small businesses experienced the highest failure 
rates. Through 2006Q4, 25.3% of employers in the state that had 1-5 employees in 2005Q2 failed while only 16.3% of 
those with more than 50 employees failed. 

The following table represents the net change in number of employers for the Southwest Louisiana region consisting of 
Calcasieu, Cameron, and Vermilion parishes.  
 

Number of Total Employers Verified Open by Parish 
Parish: Calcasieu Cameron Vermilion Southwest Full State 
2005Q2 3,910 187 1,014 5,111 97,639 
2005Q3 3,736 167 966 4,869 92,461 
2005Q4 3,830 142 1,009 4,981 94,517 
2006Q1 3,904 135 975 5,014 93,231 
2006Q2 3,925 148 1,004 5,077 95,420 
2006Q3 3,786 144 999 4,929 93,494 
2006Q4 3,922 145 1,022 5,089 96,747 

Source: QCEW Data and Author’s computations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Employment in SW LA 

Employers Open in SW LA 



Total Employers Verified Open in Southwest Louisiana Parishes by Industry 

Industry (NAICS Code) 2005Q2 2005Q3 2005Q4 2006Q1 2006Q2 

 
 
 

 
2006Q3 2006Q4 

% 
Change 
2005Q2
-
2006Q4 

Accommodation and Food Services (72) 352 331 322 327 324 327 321 -8.8% 
Administrative and Waste Services (56) 225 221 232 236 240 228 234 4.0% 
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting (11) 58 54 54 52 51 52 49 -15.5% 
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation (71) 76 72 66 71 75 73 70 -7.9% 
Construction (23) 473 456 469 499 500 491 499 5.5% 
Educational Services (61) 35 33 35 33 32 28 34 -2.9% 
Finance and Insurance (52) 333 290 331 331 337 301 349 4.8% 
Health Care and Social Assistance (62) 515 501 487 507 511 517 538 4.5% 
Information (51) 52 58 70 59 59 62 64 23.1% 
Management of Companies & Enterprises 
(55) 18 15 15 18 19 15 15 -16.7% 
Manufacturing (31,32,33) 191 193 187 192 191 184 180 -5.8% 
Mining (21) 67 59 61 72 72 78 72 7.5% 
Other Services (81) 421 405 440 391 398 386 422 0.2% 
Professional & Technical Services (54) 506 473 508 500 502 479 509 0.6% 
Public Administration (92) 158 161 159 155 156 155 155 -1.9% 
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing (53) 200 197 193 193 211 200 192 -4.0% 
Retail Trade (44,45) 888 817 820 842 858 822 845 -4.8% 
Transportation & Warehousing (48,49) 216 223 218 215 222 218 221 2.3% 
Unclassified () 9 16 22 19 18 23 16 77.8% 
Utilities (22) 50 42 39 40 37 40 46 -8.0% 
Wholesale Trade (42) 268 252 253 262 264 250 258 -3.7% 
Total 5,111 4,869 4,981 5,014 5,077 4,929 5,089 -0.4% 

Source: QCEW Data and Author’s computations.  Items denoted * are omitted due to the small number of employers in that industry. 
 

The Construction sector was one of the industries to experience a growth in employers, just as in the Southeast region.  
This industry had gained 26 employers by 2006Q4, up 5.5%. Accommodation and Food Services had a net loss of 31 
(down 8.8%) employers from 2005Q2 to 2006Q4 and Retail Trade lost 43 (down 4.8%) employers over the same time 
period.  Some industries that had shown net loss as of 2006Q3 showed small net gains as of 2006Q4.  These include the 
Finance and Insurance and Professional and Technical Services industries, gaining 16 (up 4.8%) and 3 (up 0.6%) 
employers, respectively.   

 
The next table contains failure rates for employers that were open in the Southwest region in 2005Q2.  The region’s 
overall failure rate of 18.6% is lower than both that of the Southeast region, 28.31%, and the state as a whole, 20.9%.  For 
comparison, the region had a failure rate of 10.8% for the period spanning 2004Q3 to 2005Q3.  This shows that even in 
the absence of extraordinary circumstances, a given region or parish will experience firms closing or moving and thus a 
significant failure rate.  Noting that the comparison time period is only three quarters, whereas the observed time period 
spans six quarters, the failure rate reported may be close to what one would expect in the absence of such events.   

 
Southwest LA Business Failure Rates by Size (through 2006Q4) 

 
 

Size (2005Q2 Employment) 
# 

Failures
Failure 
Rate 

Average 
2005Q2 

Employment 

Average 
2006Q4 

Employment
1 - 5 Employees 600 23.02% 2.4 3.1 

6 – 10 Employees 164 15.26% 7.4 7.8 
11-50 Employees 133 13.08% 22.3 23.1 
> 50 Employees 35 11.63% 178.5 184.8 
All Businesses 952 18.63% 18.1 20.1 

Source: QCEW Data and Author’s computations.  Note: The total number of failures also includes 20 business failures that reported wages in 2005Q2, 
but either failed to report the number of employees for 2005Q2 or reported zero employees in that quarter.  Firms are counted as failures if they either 

failed to report in 2006Q3 or reported both zero employees and zero wages. 
 



The abovementioned tables and excerpts from the Louisiana Business Recovery Report have been included in this report, 
because they are specific to Southwest Louisiana.  For additional analysis, or to download the complete report, visit 
http://www.bus.lsu.edu/centers/ded/PPRL%20report_2006Q2_FINAL.pdf. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Recovery Workforce Training Program 
Of the millions dedicated for workforce training in the wake of the hurricanes, $16.25 million is for programs that will serve 
various sectors in parishes affected by Hurricane Rita. 
 

Workforce Intermediary/ 
Fiscal Agent Occupation 

Amount 
Awarded   Parishes 

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING         

Louisiana Technical College 
Region IV/LEDA 

Welders, Machinists, production 
helpers, electricians; accelerated 
welding $1,500,000   

Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, 
St. Mary, Lafourche, Calcasieu 

CONSTRUCTION         

Pelican Chapter, Associated 
Builders & Contractors 

Welding, Pipefitting, Electrical, 
Carpentry $1,250,000   

Calcasieu, Cameron, Jefferson, 
Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard, 
St. Tammany, Vermilion, Acadia, 
Allen, Beauregard, Iberia, Jefferson 
Davis, Lafourche, St. Charles, St. 
John the Baptist, St. Mary, 
Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, Washington 

LA Dept. of Public Safety and 
Corrections 

Carpenters, masons and cement 
finishers, HVAC installers, welders, 
plumbers and plumbers helpers, 
upholsteries and upholstery repairers, 
pile drivers, electricians $800,000   All Parishes 

Louisiana Technical College 
Region IV 

Carpenters, welders, industrial 
mechanics, electricians, construction 
laborers, truck drivers, clerical, AC 
repairers $2,200,000   

Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, 
St. Mary, Lafourche, Calcasieu 

HEALTHCARE         

Southwest Louisiana Area Health 
Education Center 

All Occupations: Healthcare, Nurses, 
CNAs, Med Techs, Therapists, EMTs;  $6,000,000   Katrina and Rita parishes 

Louisiana Health Institute 

Emergency medical technicians, 
geriatric nurses, certified nursing 
assistants, registered nurses, nurse 
practitioners, licensed social workers, 
licensed practical nurses, substance 
abuse counselors and technicians (lab, 
phychiatric, radiology) $2,000,000   Katrina and Rita parishes 

OIL AND GAS          

Acadiana Regional Development 
District/LOGIC Program 

Safety, technologists and engineers, 
welders, technicians, machinists, land 
exploration and research $1,500,000   

Calcasieu, Cameron, Vermilion, 
Acadia, Allen, Beauregard, Iberia, Jeff 
Davis, St. Mary 

TRANSPORTATION         

Louisiana Technical College 
Region IV 

Truck Drivers, Heavy & Tractor Trailer; 
Mechanics, Aircraft Repair & Pilots & 
etc $1,000,000   

Iberia, Vermilion, Acadia, Cameron, 
St. Mary, Lafourche, Calcasieu 

 
 



Research Recovery & Educational Enhancement program 
The LRA and Board of Regents’ Research Recovery & Educational Enhancement program awarded a grant of $4.9 
million to McNeese State University and SOWELA Technical Community College to improve higher education research 
capacity in the area. A strategic partnership between McNeese State University and Sowela Technical Community 
College is formed in order to address faculty, student, facilities and research issues in STEM areas in Southwest 
Louisiana. 
 
Tourism Marketing Program 
The LRA dedicated $1 million to jump start the damaged tourism and convention industry sectors in areas heavily affected 
by Hurricane Rita with a large marketing and advertising campaign. 
 

Grantee Program Description Award 

Southwest 
Louisiana 
Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

Recovery Trade 
Marketing and 
Public Relations 
for SWLA; 
Southwest LA 
Leisure Marketing 
for Recovery 

Implement two aggressive, multi-faceted marketing 
and public relations programs. The first targeting 
meeting planners, conventions, group tours and 
athletic events in order to positively increase visitor 
economic impact and the second with a special 
emphasis on family-oriented cultural activities,  $950,000 

Vermilion Parish 
Tourist 
Commission 

Vermilion Parish 
Regional Tourism 
Enhancement 

To market Vermilion Parish to state, national and 
international visitors by increased awareness in 
what our parish has to offer visitors. $50,000 

 
Small Business Grant and Loan Program 
The LRA and LED’s Small Business Grant and Loan program benefits small business owners in areas affected by the 
storms. More than 700 small business owners in Southwest Louisiana participated in the program’s first round and were 
awarded more than $25.6 million in grants in loans to help their businesses. 
 

Small Business Recovery Grant and Loan Program Awards in SWLA 

Qualifying Parish Grants   Loans   
Cameron 162  $    2,932,200 36  $                  3,240,000 
Vermilion 132  $    2,389,200 39  $                  3,510,000 
Terrebonne 124  $    2,244,400 27  $                  2,430,000 
Calcasieu 102  $    1,846,200 30  $                  2,700,000 
Iberia 51  $      923,100 13  $                  1,170,000 
Jefferson Davis 18  $      325,800 7  $                    630,000 
St. Mary 9  $      162,900 3  $                    270,000 
Acadia 6  $      108,600 3  $                    270,000 
Beauregard 4  $        72,400 2  $                    180,000 
Allen 3  $        54,300 2  $                    180,000 
Lafayette 1  $        18,100 0  $                             -  

Total: 612 $  11,077,200 162 $                14,580,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Small Business Administration Assistance 
The SBA offers federal assistance to business and homeowners. More than 8,000 SBA loans have been approved in 
Hurricane Rita-affected parishes, for more than $524 million.  
 

SBA Business and Homeowner Loans 
Approved as of Sept. 11, 2007 

 Parish Loans Approved Amount  
Acadia  156 $7,157,900  
Allen  85 $3,882,100  
Assumption  48 $1,373,200  
Beauregard  329 $15,828,400  
Calcasieu  3,471 $222,039,400  
Cameron  933 $105,403,200  
Evangeline  22 $820,000  
Iberia  414 $23,983,000  
Jefferson Davis 266 $13,851,400  
Lafayette  127 $6,305,100  
Sabine  28 $905,500  
St. Landry  73 $2,822,100  
St. Mary  151 $7,447,400  
Terrebonne  937 $46,158,900  
Vermilion  847 $62,201,600  
Vernon  126 $4,680,300  

TOTAL: 8013 $524,859,500 
 
HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT PROGRAM 
FEMA and the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) have approved almost 
$300,000 for two hazard mitigation projects in the parishes affected by Hurricane Rita to protect against future losses, with 
$1.8 million in additional project funding awaiting approval. The approved projects include the elevation of three homes in 
Beauregard Parish for $183,000 and the acquisition of five homes in Calcasieu for $547,000.  
 
FEMA PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 
Hurricane Rita is the 3rd largest storm in the nation’s history with more than $500 million in FEMA Public Assistance 
available for local governments. Through the FEMA Public Assistance (PA) program, reimbursement funds are made 
available to local governments to cover costs for the repair, restoration, reconstruction, or replacement of damaged public 
facilities and infrastructure after a disaster. FEMA’s PA program is a reimbursement program, with the state paying funds 
to local governments as they request the funds. As of mid-September 2007, the state of Louisiana has paid out 94 percent 
of requests for funds for projects related to Hurricane Rita.  
 
In the charts below, the eligible amount refers to the total cost of project worksheets that have been approved or deemed 
“eligible” for funding through FEMA’s Public Assistance Program. The paid category refers to the amount of PA funds the 
state has actually paid out to the parish or local municipality for completion of the project.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calcasieu Parish 
 
Calcasieu Parish is one of the 8 parishes most-impacted by the hurricanes of 2005, with a large amount of recovery-
related project worksheets. Calcasieu is also home to substantial state projects.  
 
So far, the state has paid more than $1.3 million for work at McNeese State University. The state has paid more than 
$750,000 in FEMA PA funds to repair lights for football season at high school football fields in Sulphur, Dequincy, 
LeGrange, Lake Charles and Vinton. 
 

Category Eligible Paid 

Debris Removal $16,863,243 $14,482,293 

Emergency Protective Measures $26,320,526 $26,737,878 

Road Systems and Bridges $1,098,431 $827,019 

Water Control Facilities $0 $0 
Buildings, Contents, and 
Equipment $28,617,086 $13,777,154 
Utilities $1,496,174 $800,538 

Parks, Recreational, and Other $6,292,940 $3,130,153 
TOTAL $80,688,400 $59,755,035 

 
Cameron Parish 
 
Cameron Parish was one of the most devastated parishes by all measures. Hurricane Rita’s intensity can be seen in the 
type of work remaining.  More than 90% of projects in the parish are for is for long-term rebuilding. Cameron has $105 
million worth of rebuilding projects eligible for funds, the fourth-highest rebuilding total of parishes in the state. 
 
There is nearly three times the rebuilding work in Cameron when compared to Calcasieu parish and five times as much as 
Vermilion parish.  
 
The state has paid out more than $2.6 million to repair buildings at Johnson Bayou High School and more than $2 million 
to replace road signage in the parish. 
 

Category Eligible Paid 

Debris Removal $1,070,140 $359,959 

Emergency Protective Measures $9,300,641 $5,806,077 

Road Systems and Bridges $5,404,032 $2,391,491 

Water Control Facilities $582,903 $105,266 

Buildings, Contents, and 
Equipment $87,612,287 $21,749,779 
Utilities $3,594,312 $3,257,764 

Parks, Recreational, and Other $8,104,034 $459,485 

TOTAL $115,668,349 $34,145,823 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vermilion Parish 
 

In Vermilion parish, three-quarters of the repairs funded through the Public Assistance program are to schools. These 
repairs are ongoing. 
 

Category Eligible Paid 

Debris Removal $798,872 $721,960 

Emergency Protective Measures $12,367,030 $8,967,375 

Road Systems and Bridges $590,951 $423,284 

Water Control Facilities $250,104 $252,896 

Buildings, Contents, and 
Equipment 17,997,594$ $7,288,491 
Utilities $2,522,675 $1,012,070 

Parks, Recreational, and Other $178,273 $179,106 
TOTAL $34,705,499 $18,785,182 

 
CDBG FUNDS FOR LONG-TERM RECOVERY PROJECTS 
In February, the LRA board voted to approve an action plan recommending $200 million in CDBG funds be allocated to 
parishes across the state for the implementation of long-term community recovery planning efforts. The funds are 
designed to cover projects related to economic, environmental, housing and public safety issues. To ensure equitable 
distribution, funding allocations were based on a formula which incorporates damage assessments and population. 
 
In September, the LRA’s board received and approved Long Term Community Recovery Plans for Calcasieu and 
Cameron parishes, after approving the Vermilion parish plan at its July meeting. This move clears the way for millions to 
be spent on local recovery projects in these parishes.   
 
 

CDBG Funds Allocated 
Parish  Allocation  
Cameron $8,466,458 
Calcasieu  $5,258,422 
Vermilion $2,192,216 
Terrebonne $1,020,282 
Iberia  $615,677 
St. Mary $199,764 
Acadia  $181,301 
Beauregard $178,206 
Jefferson Davis $168,174 
Allen $150,000 
Lafayette  $150,000 

TOTAL: $18,580,500  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parish plan priorities 
The LRA board has approved five parish plans in Southwest Louisiana, freeing up almost $16.3 million in planning funds 
for local recovery projects. The top projects from these plans are included below. 
 
Cameron- $8.5 million  

• Cameron Square Development  
• Old River Dredging and Marsh Creation  
• Calcasieu River Ship Channel Dredge  
• Port Feasibility Study  
• Emergency Operations Command Centers in 

Grand Lake and Hackberry  
 
Calcasieu Parish- $5.6 million 

• Construction of the SWLA Entrepreneurial 
Center  

• Construction of the Lake Charles 
Riverwalk/Parkway  

• Revitalization of Downtown Lake Charles  
• Establishment of Emergency Services for Public 

Safety  
• Development of Calcasieu Comprehensive 

Drainage Program  
• Comprehensive Wastewater Facilities Projects  

 
Vermilion- $2.1 million 

• Restoration of Natural Drainage from 
Freshwater Basins 

• Twin Parish Port Master Plan 

• Delcambre Canal Dredging 
• Development of Post-Storm Emergency Action 

Plan 
• Vermillion Parish Water and Wastewater Master 

Plan 
 
St. Mary- $199,000 

• Update of Hazard Mitigation Plan  
• Improvement of Harry P. Williams Airport Safety 

and Capacity  
• Interconnection of Municipal Potable Water 

Systems  
• Update of St. Mary Emergency Preparedness 

Plan  
• Drainage and Flood Control Improvements  

 
Beauregard- $178,000 

• Revitalization of Downtown DeRidder  
• Renovation of Old Post Office  
• Environmental Community Mapping  
• Affordable Housing Restoration/Development  
• Evacuation Route Enhancement  

 
DEBRIS REMOVAL  
FEMA considers the debris mission for Hurricane Rita impacted areas of the state complete as of February 2007. 
However, a substantial amount of marine debris remains in Louisiana’s waterways, threatening the commercial fishing 
industry and the safety of all who travel the state’s waterways. The LRA has requested that FEMA and the Coast Guard 
formally commit to the Mission Assignment model for marine debris removal, as FEMA did in Mississippi and Alabama. 
 

Debris Removal 
Parish Estimated*  Removed* Percent 
Acadia 82,085 82,085 100% 
Allen 88,950 88,950 100% 
Beauregard 139,506 139,506 100% 
Calcasieu 5,022,729 5,022,729 100% 
Cameron 1,490,253 1,436,253 96% 
Evangeline 42,616 42,616 100% 
Iberia 164,286 164,286 100% 
Jefferson Davis 161,062 161,062 100% 
Lafayette 156,692 156,692 100% 
St. Landry 22,136 22,136 100% 
St. Mary 57,888 57,888 100% 
Terrebonne 168,193 168,193 100% 
Vermilion 738,843 481,938 100% 
Vernon 85,012 85,012 100% 
Total: 8,420,251 8,109,346   

 
*Amounts are in cubic yards.  

 
 
 
 



POPULATION ESTIMATES 
 
Household Population, non-migrants and migrants by parish 
The following tables come directly from the 2006 Louisiana Health and Population Survey and represent counts of 
individuals within the parishes surveyed. These include the total household population, the number of non-migrants (those 
that have not moved at all) and migrants.  Migrants are broken down by those that moved within the parish and “in-
migrants”, meaning that they came in from another parish or out of state.  The estimated displaced due to storm represent 
those that indicated that they moved either because of damage to their home or loss/change of job because of the 
hurricanes.  The percentages are of the total household population.  The tables for each of the 18 parishes are provided 
below.  The asterisks (***) indicate cases where the sample size is too small to provide an estimate.  Also note that there 
were a small number of responses where the survey indicated that they had migrated, but no pre-storm location was 
given.  These were allocated proportionally to ‘moved within parish’ and ‘in-migrants’. 
 
Complete reports for Cameron, Calcasieu and Vermilion Parishes - including demographic breakdowns, insurance 
coverage information and more - are available online at www.popest.org. 
 

Calcasieu Estimates Estimated Displaced due to 
Storm 

  Count Percent Count Percent 
Total Household Population 179,814 100 - -
 Not Indicated 8,917 5 - -
 Non Migrants 128,676 72 - -
 Moved within Parish 29,159 16 21,069 11.7
 In-migrants 13,061 7 *** ***

 

Cameron Estimates Estimated Displaced due to 
Storm 

  Count Percent Count Percent 
Total Household Population 7,743 100 - -
 Not Indicated 309 4 - -
 Non Migrants 4,077 53 - -
 Moved within Parish 2,166 28 2,017 26.0
 In-migrants 1,191 15 835 10.8

 

Vermilion Estimates Estimated Displaced due to 
Storm 

  Count Percent Count Percent 
Total Household Population 55,254 100 - -
 Not Indicated 938 2 - -
 Non Migrants 44,382 80 - -
 Moved within Parish 6,138 11 3,687 6.7
 In-migrants 3,796 7 *** ***

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Out-migration and Katrina/Rita Related Out-migration 
 
The first three columns are from the Estimates of the Components of Population Change for Parishes of Louisiana from 
the Population Division of the US Census Bureau for the years 2002-03, 2003-04, and 2004-05.  The third column is the 
computed average of these three years to arrive at a pre-hurricane norm.  The 2005-06 net migration figure is also from 
the Components of Population Change file.  The storm related net migrations are the difference between the 2005-06 net 
migrations and the pre-hurricane norm (3-year average).  The in-migration estimates come from the 2006 Louisiana 
Health and Population Survey based on actual survey responses.  Finally, the out-migration estimates are calculated from 
the two sources by subtracting the net migration from the in-migration (IN – OUT = NET; therefore OUT = IN – NET). 
 

 Pre-Hurricane Net Migrations  Net Migration  In-Migration  Out-Migration 

Parish 
2002-
2003 

2003-
2004 

2004-
2005 

2002-2005   
3-yr ave   

2005-
2006 

05 to 
06 
Storm 
Related  

2005-
2006 

05 to 
06 
Storm 
Related  

2005-
2006 

05 to 06 
Storm 
Related 

Calcasieu Parish -221 -355 -393 -323   -1,153 -830  13,062 ***  14,215 *** 

Cameron Parish -55 -57 -70 -61   -1,813 -1,752  1,191 835  3,004 2,588 

Vermilion Parish -158 146 343 110   474 364  3,796 ***  3,322 *** 

 
 
*** Indicates where the sample size for the in-migration estimate was too small to be reliable.  Without the in-migration figure, out-
migration cannot be calculated 

 
For more information about migration in and out of Louisiana, visit http://lra.louisiana.gov/pr080707migration.html to read 
about and download the LRA’s migration study. 

Produced by the Louisiana Recovery Authority. For more information about Louisiana’s progress, visit lra.louisiana.gov 


